
   

 

September 17, 2026 
Notification of Manufacturers’ Action re: OPD Valves  

 

Issue 
Three valve manufacturers expressed the intent to issue a 10–12-year service life 
recommendation for relief valves integrated within Overfill Prevention Device (OPD) 
valves on November 1, 2026. It is believed the recommendation is based on 
confidential, internal company data including a study commissioned by such 
manufacturers. As of September 17, 2026, the data has not been made available to 
the public nor the propane industry, however PERC is expected to receive the 
underlying study shortly.1  
 
History 
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) has never prescribed a service 
life for a relief valve.  In 1996, when the Compressed Gas Association implemented 
a 10-year life span for relief devices within CGA S-1.1, DOT reacted by granting a 
waiver for relief valves which remains in effect today 49 CFR 173.301(f)(1). 
 
Status 
NPGA/PERC requested the manufacturers pause the November 2026 release of the 
service life recommendation until a statistically relevant study of relief valves is 
performed by Underwriters Laboratories (UL). The UL study is being commissioned 
by PERC and is expected to be completed in March 2027. The manufacturers have 
denied this request.2 
 
Background 

1. The OPD valve is a safety valve that prevents a propane tank from filling past 
80% capacity and includes an integrated relief valve that cannot be 
independently replaced or tested without degassing and removal from the 
cylinder. 

2. There has been no proposed rulemaking offered by DOT that would consider, 
limit or define the service life of a cylinder relief valve within the United States.  

3. In 2002 (2003 publication) an NPGA study evaluated the functionality of relief 
valves including those found in OPD valves. The 2002 data indicated there are 
no age-related relief valve performance/operation issues.  The study is 
available here. 

4. The UL study results will be made available to the propane industry and the 
public upon completion and analysis. The testing will follow CGAS-1.1 
Appendix D – “Requalification procedures for CG-7 pressure relief valves.” 

 
1 PERC intends to review the study, scope, collection procedures, and results. However, depending on the 
terms of a non-disclosure agreement (NDA) between PERC and valve manufacturers, PERC’s ability to 
share any such information may be materially limited. 
2 It is our understanding that the manufacturers initially planned to release a service life recommendation 
earlier in 2026, but paused to allow for internal discussions among members of industry it first notified. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-173/subpart-G/section-173.301
https://propane.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/10202_Battelle_Cylinder_Report.pdf
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FAQs 
Who is making the relief valve service life recommendation? 

• Cavagna, Grand Hall, and SCG Co.,LTD,. 
 

What are the specifics of the service life recommendation? 

• As of September 17, 2026, we understand that details will be released on 
November 1, 2026. 

 
Are there any codes, standards, or regulations within the U.S. that make service life 
recommendations or that require changing out relief devices on OPD valves in the 
U.S.?  

• No.  
 

Has NPGA or PERC been involved with the development of the service life 
recommendation? 

• No.  
 
Have there been any changes or modifications made to the OPD valve relief device 
or internal operating components of the relief devices that have resulted in this new 
recommendation?   

• Not that we are aware of. 
  
What actions are PERC/NPGA taking? 

• PERC is commissioning a statistically relevant study of relief valves to be 
performed by Underwriters Laboratories (UL).  

• The UL study is expected to be completed and analyzed by March 2027. 

• The UL study results will be made available to the propane industry and the 
public upon completion and analysis. 

 
Do NPGA/PERC have recommendations about what to do? 

• NPGA and PERC are sharing the information that we have available, but do 
not make recommendations related to the business decisions of your 
organization.  

 
Contact Information 
Eric Kuster 
SVP Safety, Education & Compliance 
PERC 
Eric.kuster@propane.com 
703-233-6881 
 

Chris Wagner 
VP Codes, Standards & Safety 
NPGA 
cwagner@npga.org 
610-308-3822 

 
 

https://cavagnana.com/product/lpg-valves-and-tank-equipment/opd-valves/
https://www.grandhall.com/collections/lp-gas-cylinder-valve
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