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Environmental 
Statement

The United States is a leader in the global effort to reduce harmful emissions and slow 
the impact of climate change, which is increasingly impacting communities at home and 
abroad. Energy companies and consumers alike have made meaningful investments 
in new technology to protect the planet, communities, and homes. Like many domestic 
energy providers, the propane industry is dedicated to innovation and delivering clean, 
affordable, and reliable energy solutions to benefit all Americans regardless of geography. 

Today the propane industry plays a critical role in fighting climate change and helping the 
U.S. reach its emission reduction goals. The National Propane Gas Association (NPGA) 
supports an all-of-the-above approach to emissions reductions, which ensures consumers 
maintain access to a diverse range of clean energy solutions, including propane. The U.S. 
has an abundant supply of propane, and NPGA’s members deliver this clean fuel across 
all sectors of the economy nationwide. Below, learn more about propane’s role in reducing 
the carbon intensity of U.S. energy sources. 

1. The 1990 Clean Air Act included propane on the approved 
list of clean fuels.1 

2. The environmental impact of burning propane is much 
lower than other traditional fuels. Propane emits the lowest 
levels of carbon when consumed compared to other fuels 
and about 30 percent less than coal2.

3. Propane is a clean3 and methane-free4 fuel that provides 
value in many applications, including home heating5, power 
generation6, and transportation7. 

4. Propane is non-toxic8, does not pollute groundwater9, and 
has an ozone depletion potential (ODP) of 010.

5. Propane irrigation engines 
reduce source energy use 
by 21%, along with 18% 
fewer GHG emissions, 20% 
fewer NOx emissions, and 
17% fewer SOx emissions11.

6. Propane used in vehicles lowers life 
cycle greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
over gasoline and diesel12 and, in many 
states, electric13. 

7. Conventional propane has a Carbon 
Intensity (CI) score in the 80s14, 
renewable propane has a CI score in the 
20s15, and there are innovative blends 
of propane being deployed in California 
with an estimated CI score of -27816.

8. Nationwide, over 22,000 
propane-powered school 
buses17 transport 1.3 
million children to and 
from school every day. 
Propane-powered school 
buses reduce NOx 
emissions up to 96%18 
and can cost 70%19 less 
than comparably clean technologies. 

9. Propane Combined Heat and Power systems reduce GHG 
emissions by 15% and NOx by 16% while increasing the 
efficiency to 90%20.

10. When used in a microgrid, propane can reduce CO2 by 
92 metric tons over the microgrid’s lifetime21, and when 
paired with other renewables, further emission benefits 
are possible. 

11. Propane is a resilient 
fuel that does not 
lose efficiency in cold 
weather22.

12. The Department of 
Energy’s Energy Star 
Program gives propane a 
source-site ratio of 1.01, 
which is equivalent to 
electricity produced by 
solar and wind23. 
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